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9. Drink is only in a minor degree a cause of
wrongdoing. It may be, and far more often is, a
concomitant effect, arising from lack of the power to
inhibit unruly desires. As a cause it appears only in
those cases where a girl who is unused to alcoholic
liquors is induced to partake too freely, her condition
then being taken advantage of by a man when her
resistance to his advances is weakened. In this light
alcohol appears as a common ally of the man who
wishes to wrong a girl who eludes him; where the
girl's resistance to temptation is not naturally strong
it is usually employed with success. For this purpose
it is not seldom used with certain drugs, and in
this case the drink given may not be alcoholic at
all, but something apparently harmless, such as
lemonade.

The habit of chronic alcoholism is sometimes found
among immoral women where it is either a parallel
effect of weak character, is resorted to as a means of
meeting men in public houses, as a temporary refuge
from the miseries incident to the advanced stages of a
life of prostitution or a remedy against ills which may
be contracted from exposure in the streets in all kinds
of weather. Women living the life of the streets are
said to feel the need for stimulants. Many regular
prostitutes, on the other hand, altogether avoid them.

The use of methylated spirit as a stimulant is an
evil which must be noted here. This spirit is said to
have a most exhilarating effect, which can be compared
to that of cocaine. The spirit, which is so easily
obtainable, is taken in its crude state by most of the
poorer people addicted to this vice. There exists,
however, a method of extracting the wood-naphtha and
flavouring the spirit to resemble whisky: the con-
version and sale of the spirit has become a flourishing
trade amongst certain sections in the East End. The
spirit is sometimes made more palatable by the addition
of fruit-syrup or lemonade crystals. Such drinks are